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Set farth an ber Birth and Parontage 3 her moſt wicked 
Courſe of Living, and ds wonderful Converſation n:: 
. after. he was poſſes*d of Seven Devils by our If.. 


4 5 fed Lord aud Saviour Jeſus Cheltt; her exempla= . 
, + Piety when ſbe embraſed Chriſtianity ; and tie 


anner of her Godly Death and Burial. Binn 
ul in all Chriſtians Families. \ 
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15 The Hiſtory of Mary, Magdalen, £97, | 


; Mer MacpalbN was born in a country village 
called Magdala. whith became a city, where 
the inhabitants {till thews the houſe of Mary 
Magdalen. Upon the weſt and north fide of this 
city, there lies 2 great and ſpacious plain preſer- 


ved only for paſture, and which St Mark the evait- 


geliſt calls Dalmanutha, os is to ſay, drawn dry 
or a poor and naked Habitation, being derived of 

Delzl, he hath made me dry, and moon, a houſe 
or a dwelling place. It. may be a notable figure 
in the chriftian church, which in this worid may 
rightly be ſaid to have à gpoor habitation, but 
yet is right Magdalen, this, a ſtrong and im- 
pregnable rower, againſt which the gates of hell 
ſnall not be able to prevail. Alle it is to be ob- 


ſerved, that this city of Magdala belonged to the 


tribe of Iſacher; or the borders whereof, and Dal- 
manotha the phariſes and Saduces tempted our 
bleſſed Saviour Chriſt, they demaned a fign from 
_ Heaven: according to the words of St. Matthew, 
CDC To pre eee Eo eb ig 
Her Parenis being - godly perſons, they took 
great care to bring up this their youngeſt child 


from her infancy in the paths of virtue, and till 


the was about twelve years of age, ſuch piety, 


_ __ goodneſs and modeſty eminently ſhin'd in all her 


actions, that ſhe gave moſt promiſing hopes of 
becoming the glory of her ſex, for all religious 

s cts; for ſhe was ſtedfaſt to rhe faith in which - 
ſſme was bred obedient to her father and mother; 

bum ble in herattions; and very charitable co ſuch 

JJJJJCͥͥͥͤ à˙ u ks ono en dns 
Bucher parents uiihappſty changing this mortal 

life for another, befote Mary Magdalen reach d 
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the 13th year of her age, and leaving ber very 


rich, her riches, and extraordinary beauty. w: $ 
the Occaſion: of bringing ſeveral 2ble-jews to be 


her ſuitors, then all ſtriving who ſhould gain the 


greateſt eſtem in her affection, nothing was wayt- 
ing in her admites to entetain her according as 
their eſtates would permit them is rich banquets, 


great preſents, delicious muſick and five balls, in- 
ſomuch that theſe temptations working ſtrangely 
on the inclination of her yourhfulncſs, and being 


daily inclining in voluptious pleaſures; ber former 


devotion ſoon grew cold; and by keeping fo vi- 
cious company fhe ſoon from a modeſt virgin be- 


came a common courtezan or ſtrumpet. A 
Now giving herle/f over to 2/! 1 ALA na» 


- 


thing but riotous actions is her chiefelt recreation, 
and now to ear:y ſlightivg the worth and exceloncy of 


her immortal ſoul, be- jo ungrateful to her grateful 


creator to make all the bleſſings which be hath beſtow*d__ 
upon her in this world the opportunity of diſplaying 

her vattities. Thus ſbe continued moſt notoriouſly wicksd 
till ſhe was ubout thirty years. of ag, uen her vicious 
enormities making her captive to the puwers of hell. 


She was pofſeſs'd with ſeven devils, beides the afflic- 


tion of other infirmities, and ſuch was the exceeding 
goodneſs our bl. ſed Lord aud Saviour,uhile be was 


upon earth to perform the redemption of mankind from __ 
eternal deſtrutt ion, that taking' compaſſion on this m ß,] 
miſerabe Uoman, and tbe greateſt fnzer then lying, 


he wouchſafed not only to heal her in firmities, l ut di 
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85 ge x 
Then for ſome retaliation for this unmerited ſaveur, 
e became a true Penitent and unfeignedly repenting 
From the bottom of her heart of al ber manifold ins 
and tranſgreſſions. Nay, after her miraculous Cen- 
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ter'd to Chrie,"4phy being in the _ 


? 


89 — houſe of Simon, St. Luke the ek tells 45, hs 

Liebold a woman in the city, which was a fiuner, when 
foe knew that Jeſus fat at meat in the Phariſee*s houſe, 
' brought an alablaſter bex of aintments, and flood at 
his feet bebind him weeping, and began to waſp his 
feet with Tears, and did wipe them with ointmt ut, 


Chap 7. v 37, 38. then joe being upbraided: by. a 


3 for being a finner, the ſame evangeliſt tells 
yr that our Saviour turning to this Woman, 


d unto Simon, ſeeſt thou this Woman; I entered 


— thine houſe, thou gaveft me uo Water for my. 


I Horn but ſbe hath wajhed my feet with tears and vi- 
ped Favs with the hair of her head. Thou gaveſt me 


10 kiſs ʒ but this woman, fince ihe time 1 came in, hath Y 


not ceaſed to kiſs my Feet. Mine head with Oil thou 


didſt not nnoint, but this Woman hath anointed m] 


Feet with oint ments. Wherefore I ſay unto thee, her 
fut which were many are forgiven, for ſbe love-l muck, 


but to whom little is forgiven. the ſame loveth lintle. 


And be ſaid unto her, Thy faith hath ſaved thee, 60 
in Peace. Chap. 7 V. 44 45+, c. 


This Mary Magdalew was the Siſter of ine 


Martha, who was encumber'd about world: 


things, as St; Luke the Evangeliſt tells us mhets 


words. Now it came to paſs, as they went; chat 


he entered into a certain village, and a certain 


woman named Martha, received him into the 


Haouſe. And ſhe bad a fiſter called Mary, which 


Always far at Jcſus's Fect, and heard bis word. 


_ Bat Martha was cumber'd about with much ſore- 
| ing and came to him, and ſaid, Lord, doſt thou 
Dao t care that my filter hath leſtto ſerve.thee alone. 


Did her therefore that ſlie help me. And Jeſus anſ- 
*  Fered and faid unto her Martha, Martha, thou art 
- Egreful'and troubled about many. T hings. Eut 


| ; one Thing is. needful and Mary hath choſen that 


Food Part, which ſhall not be taken from her 
Kale, . Whey 385395 44 Te. 
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Ihe place where this converſation of Mary Mag- 


dalen was brought. was in Bethany, which City - 
was the tipe the Church, is always ſubje& tothe 
croſc, and exnoſed to &ry Calamity ; and there- 
fore is call'd Bethania, that is the houſe of Sor- 


row and Affliction, being derived of Baleth, fignj. EI, 


tying a houſe, and Oni, ſignifying Affliction. Ac- 


cording to the prophecy of our ſaviour, who fore 
told the afflictions and tribulations; that ſhould 
fall upon his church. you-ſhall mourn, bat you _ 
| ſhall be 9 * and yõur grief ſhall be rurn'd 


into Joy, It was diſtant from Jeruſalem almoſt 


two miles towards the South-Eaſt. Barcarcus the 
monk obſerved, that cloſe by a well about 43 


ſtones caſt out of the town, there is ſhewed the 


place where Martha met our Saviour Chriſt when | 


he came to Bethany, and a little after call'd her 
ſiſter Mary Magde len ro meet him 
There is alſo ſhe wn in this town, the hopſe of 


Simon the Leper, where 2 certain woman having 
an Alablaſter box of precious ointment, poured it 


on our Saviour's head, not without great indigna- 


* 


tion of his diſciples. There is alſo to be ſeen the 
| houſe of Martha to which our Saviour did often- whe 


times reſort, and in that place there is at this 


day a church built in honour of theſe two ſiſters, 
Martha and Mary Magdalen which were the Sif- _ 
ters of Lazarus. There is alſo the Sepulchre ou 
of which Lazarus was raiſed, after he had been 
dead and buried 3 days from death to life, which 
ſtands cloſe by the ſaid church, and over it is built 


a chapel of marble, very decent and comely, And 


the Saracevs hold this chapel in great eſtimation. 


You cannot ſee the city of Jeruſelem from Be- 


' thany, becauſe of the mount of Olives, but as ſoon 5 


as you aſcend a little hill in the way you go thence. 


o Jeruſalem, you may diſcern mount Sion, | anc * 
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1 part of the city; and when you are deſcended 


trom that hill, the City is agiin hidden. After 


that upon the left ſide af the mount olive, ſome 


ſtones caſt from Bethpage, you do jcave a ſmall 


villsge ſtanding under the mountain of offence, 
- where Soloman in times paſt committed idolatry, 
and from chis village the aſs and the colt were 
D 
\. Not far from thencę, upon the South-ſide as you 
go upon the mount of mount o ives vou come unto 


the place where Chriſt mounted upon the Aſs; and 


a uttle after you may ſee the whole city of Jeru- 
ſalem with So/omon's temple; and the church of 


the holy Sepulcher, with many other holy ace. 
Aſter the Converfion of Mary Magdalen; ſuch was | 


Her extraordinary Faith, that ſbe beli ved Chr-ſt was 
 .. the Son of God. Her obedience the doct. ine of Jeſus 


inſpired her divine Son to be a canſt ant practitiuuer of 
it thro the Remainder of her days in-imitatien of hin 


was obedient even to an iguominous d2ath on the Cro fs. 
| She was alſo endu d with the true Chriſtian Humility, 
which by a ſtrong Apprehenficn lays held on the Mercy 


Wy” pf God toxpards us, makey our Sins more odious even in 
eur pun Eyes, na otherwiſe than the tender Kindneſs 


of his. Father, made the prodigal Child more cle urly 
ſee his om Error and Diſobedien.e, Thus the Rige- 
nerated good Chriftian (like Mary Magdalen) being 


once entered into the Sptxitunl Kingdom of ChviGt [.o5 
more clearly his Sins than he did before his falling, aud 
baving received a greater Light, the Excellency of his Þ 
.. Virtue in all good Chriſtians il beyond Expreſſion, and 
it was with good Reaſons that St. Jerom,, a learned 
Fat ber of the Church fliFd this the Treaſure «f all 
other Virtues. - The Fremitiue Chriſtians cummonly 
ufurp Humility for I irtue itſelf; and Chriſt aw, 
x4 


Poor neſt of Spirtt aud diſcourſing on the Beautitu 


of Man, he ſets it in the Front of all his Benedictiont. 


The great Delight and Pleaſure wh.ch {be took tu 


Scourge, nor Death itſelf could 
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Humility and Obedience, would make her often ſay © 


aſter Chriſis Sufferings to thoſe abim ber. My dear 


Friends aud Fellow ervams, I 40 greatly deſire and 


endeavour (as near as human Frailty will give me 


leave) to imitate ny ſweeteſt Saviour, whoſe profound ' 
Humility and nerfect Obedience can never be ſufficient= 


ly,extoll*d. Full well humility to make the firſt ſtep 


to eternal Lie; Obedience the ſecond, the former ef 
_ which to teach all Men he deſcended from Heaven, the 
latter to demonſtrate, he became obedient to his Fa. 
ther even to the ſufferings of Deuh upon the Croſs, ' _ © 
not only to take away my fins, but alſo the Sins of the _ 
whole World, e Ret AUG 
Now teheli Mary Magdalen's Charity which was unparalle'd 
n Having no reſpect himſeli, by Seeing only intentive on the good 
of Snother. It was Charity that w.thdrew her from the Pleaſures 
of the Yorid to retrieve her former Goodneſs, It ww Charity 

added Wings to her Feet to look after cur Saviour's Body in the ; 


Sepvlcher, it was Charity compelld ber to attend on her dying 


Savicur whilft he was bleeding on the Croſs, it was Charity often 
caus'd ker to tun and tell Peter that they bad taken away the 


Lord out of the-Sepulcher, And laſtly it was Charity forc'd her 


to love al) that lov'd Criſt. 


Mary Magdalen was preſent at the Death of our Holy Redee- 4 


mer; with tre Virgin Mary, and ber Siſter Mary 1 where 


with.great Amazement and Sadneſs. ber Heart, wes ſfurpriz'd to 


fee our Saviour's facred Body trembling, torn' and pierced, be- 


imear'd with his own Blood, and hung between two Thieves. 
However her Sorrow was much aſſtyaged by her Faith, which af- 
ſar'd ber of his Relurrection. The Holy Spirit certified ber, this 
w323not a deſtroying Death but a Triumphant one with an unſna- 


ken Confidence, and a true internal Valour ſhe beheld His Body 

 Scoufg'd, and his Hands and Feet nailed to the Croſs, yet ſometimes 

the Stioga of her relenting mournful Heart wasready to break with 

| the Thoughts of his eruel Tortures and Afflictions; But as often 
Again they were ſtrengthen d and comforted with a full Aſſurance | 


that he ſhould overcome them all, and Death itſelf. She ſtood 
hers the Son of God onlfexcepted, the Prime Pattern of Solid to 
Faith and conftant Patience to all Poſterity, in that neither the 
the Level of Cenſure, and in 


2 
all Things ſuitable to the Modefty and Gravity of ſuch a pious | 
Pena. She e not fl the Fury of the Jen Soldiers thet | 
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Me in theCity of Magdala where ſhe'was born, as. is aFoye-noted-: 
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and Gods Delight. Yet did not all theſe killing Objects, theſe Ton. 
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environed ber, but Rood lecure and faced Danger. . Tho" the wis © 


an Fe Witneſs of his Paſſion and. ſaw his Limbs diflended and 
rack d, yet did nat the Evils ſhe ſaw wound her fo dee . 

which pierc d her Ears, when ſhe heard him, that was withe dd: pt 
any Sin called a Dronkard, a Blaſphemer, à Bread of the Sabbai bh, 


p 23 thols > 


a Lover of Publicans and Sinners, nay a very Devil who was ber 


pious Slanders, crive ber into the mercileſs Gripes of Deſpair ; for 
ſhe was confident tbat the two Perſons, in the Triniey would not 
torlake the third, Now Malanction commending this moſt tragi-- | 
cal Story to our fad and ſerious ( ontemipla'ion, he adviſes us, that © 
when Tribulations and Death itſelf comes upon us. we imitate © | 
this good Woman. who mixed a Heart killiag forrgw for Cbriſt 
a3 to Dea h, with ajoyful Aſſurance of his Reſurrectioorn. | 


third Bay from Death to Life. be honoured Mary Magdalen with 
bis firſt Appearance to ber, which added great Joy to her Soul, ei. 
pecially When after bis 4o Doys reft hence on Earth, ſhe'faw hi? 
triumphant Aſcenfion from Mount Olives into Heaven, nn. 
Afterwards Mary Magdalen liv'd retir'd from the World having 
Conyerfation with none bur *Chrilt's Apoſtles, and thoſe whom 
they converted to the Chriſtian” Faith , every Day ſhe muſt ce-- of 6 
voutly ſpend in Mediation and Prayer, till at lat a violent Fever 
— on her ; he in the Time of ber Vifr ation wa ſenſible do the 
laſt, concluding the Cataſtrope of her Life with a moſt hol) and 
pious End, ſhe died in the goth Year of her ape, generally hmenrec | 

y al by all thoſe of Chriſt's Church, and was /honoursbly. buriec 


And in the conimemoration ot ber great Sanctuary wd Ho inch 


the 224; of July is obſerved in the Kalender of the C 15 
the 22d of July. is obſerved in t be Chu ch o 
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